LUKE 17:7-10
(Reading: Luke 7:1-10; 17:1-10)

Don’t Forget It’s His Place!


Congregation...

	A Welsh minister recently had quite a shock in his life.
		And it is actually a hard thing to surprise a minister.
			Because, despite the sheltered existence many people think ministers have, in the course of their ministry they can deal with some terrible situations.

	Anyhow, back to what shocked this Welsh minister.
		He was approached by a woman on behalf of a group of women with a special request.
			They asked him to take a Bible Study with them.

	Doesn’t sound so shocking, does it?
		Well, it was well-known in this Welsh town what kind of lady this woman was.
			In fact, she hadn’t been long out of prison.
				And the women she represented were not much different than she was.

	That minister was floored.
		The Spirit of the Lord had certainly moved!

	But there were two questions these women had of that minister before they could be happy that he took their Bible Study.
		The first was about whether he believed in homosexuals in office.
			They weren’t happy at all that the other cleargyman in the village was a confessed homosexual.
				If they were going to do a Bible study they had to have someone who believed in the Bible!

	The second question was quite different.
		It tells us a lot, though, about how outsiders perceive the church, and, indeed, what has been a glaring hypocrisy throughout the church’s history.
			You see, those women asked what happened to the money people put in his church’s offering bags.

	In other words, how accountable was that church?
		Were they above board?

	To our great sorrow, we have to recognise that when it comes to the abuse of power the Church has often been the worst offender of all.
		Power certainly corrupts - no matter how good the original intentions may have been.
			And what people have given sincerely for a good cause has ended up lining certain pockets.
			
	In the previous chapter Jesus had highlighted such abuse of the people by the Pharisees.
		That’s why the verses 1 till 4 of this chapter 17 were about how those weaker ought to be treated by the stronger and the more mature.
			And in the verses 5 and 6 the Lord points to what they have that can make such a difference in the church.
	That thing is faith.
		The faith in Jesus Christ planted on their hearts by their miraculous rebirth worked by God’s own Spirit.
			The faith that can do amazing things when it is practised.

	It’s the little word “can” in verse 6 which Jesus explains now.
		Because the word “can” in the English is a word which suggests that it might not happen.
			It depends on whether you do do it, or not!

	You see, Jesus draws out now what must motivate any leader within His Church.
		He shows how “can” isn’t a choice for the disciples.
			This is the way they have to be.
				And so do His leaders in the church today!

	Notice how the Lord opens into this as our text begins.
		He asks a rhetorical question.
			That’s a type of question which has an obvious answer.
				An answer which is the most definite, “Of course not!”

	The question in verse 7 is about an everyday situation for the men around him.
		Many of them had one or two servants in their household.
			The idea that they were from a distinctly poor background is quite wrong.
				From Mark 1, verse 20, we know that the family of Zebedee and his sons had at least two servants.

	So, congregation, they knew... THE RIGHT OF THE MASTER.
		Our first aspect to this text.
	
	This rhetorical question was clear.
		In fact, the words used by Jesus make it absolutely obvious.
				
	An even more literal translation would say, instead of “Does he thank the servant”, in verse 9, something like this, “Does he especially consider himself thankful to the servant?”
		Then you can hear them saying strongly, “Of course not Lord!”

	This may be hard for us to grasp in a completely different cultural and historical setting.
		Now everyone talks about their rights.
			But here there’s only one person who’s right.
				No doubt about it!

	That person is the Master.
		Everything hinged on THE RIGHT OF THE MASTER.

	Later on the apostle Paul showed this with the words he wrote to those who were masters in the early church.
		Knowing the abuse that was so common in their society he said in Ephesians 6 and Colossians 4 that Christian masters ought to be right and fair, just as their Master in heaven was absolutely right and fair.

	It is actually His Father in heaven that Jesus is speaking about here.
		By his rhetorical question He had drawn his disciples in.
			
	You see, they could relate to being the employer.
		They knew the employee should be grateful to have a job.
			They certainly knew what the guy was there to do - to work for the employer.
	And any servant of theirs would be involved in doing a lot of different jobs - because he would probably be their only servant.
		It was very clear - in their minds - what he had to do!

	So right through the verses 7 till 9, you can hear that chorus of agreement.
		They who had had their own difficulties with servants, or at least knew of the problems employers had, were getting some good support here.
			It’s not easy running a small business!
				You tell them Lord!	

	Then Jesus spins it round!
		From the position where they felt definitely right to be in control, He says they have no rights!
			In verse 10 He says it’s God who’s the Master - and they are the servants!

	What could they say to that?
		What can any of us say?
			We’re all floored.
				For if the master stands for God, and the servant represents any of His people, this is quite different!
		
	With this understanding the point is clear about what this master is doing.
		God is sovereign.
			He is not the equal of any human being.
	
	This would deal with those who may read the Lord’s words here with some surprise.
		They know that Jesus speaks elsewhere about how a master will certainly reward those servants who do good work.
			Earlier in Luke 12:37 He even says that such a thankful master will himself serve his faithful servants at a meal.
				You encourage good work as an employee because it will turn over business for you!

	But the master here is God.
		He is far above us all.
			He requires service.
				And He doesn’t expect that work to be done because of what His servants expect to get out of it!

	So that second question that woman raised with the Welsh minister was spot on.
		No one in God’s Kingdom is allowed to be in it because of what he or she gets out of it - especially the leaders.
			It’s simply what they have to do.
				They are His slaves after all!

	In this way we come to the second point of this parable.
		Congregation, there is... THE RESPONSE OF THE SERVANT.

	Remember how Jesus has put this parable in such a way that the disciples have been drawn in.
		They have related to that Master.
			Suddenly - they are the servant!
				And they have to see how they have to be!

	Imagine that Jesus had been saying the verses 7 till 9 to the Pharisees, or indeed, to any other church leaders who through the ages had abused their positions of trust.
		They would all have been humming their own choruses of agreement.
			They were used to being the masters!
				Then they were sprung!

	You see, there are no masters in the Church of Christ.
		We are all - everyone of us - servants.
			And we cannot begin to serve Him the way He commands until we completely renounce any credit in ourselves.	

	Now, we know times when we have been totally down and out.
		Then we knew we were completely worthless.
			That was the time John Newton’s words from “Amazing Grace” were so true for us.

	But that was then.
		And we knew that was a particular time then.
			Our Christian lives aren’t always live in that moment of salvation - in that conversion experience. 

	What Jesus says here, though, is that there is a “unworthiness” which must always be in us.
		For God’s people should never presume that their obedience to His commands earns them any favour.

	The problem is, though, this is the very thing which we have so much trouble doing.
		The old man keeps coming back. 
			And coming back often in ways which seems so much like the new man, but it’s definitely not.

	There are many churches today which wouldn’t be able to answer that Welsh woman’s question.
		Not the right way.
			In fact, many of the fastest growing churches in our age would have to admit to that lady that every single cent put in the offering bag doesn’t go to the church at all.
				
	You see, their churches are actually companies owned by the Senior Pastor!
		And he can be quite a nasty employer if any of his employees would dare to suggest anything different!

	Those churches will even tell you that the reason why the Pastor runs the church is because it was only one God who made this world and who runs it.
		Their Pastor is the Master.
			
	How different that is from the Roman Centurion of Luke 7?
		It took someone from outside the Church then to show up the Church.
			A secular ruler showed up the churches leaders!
			Just like it can take unbelievers, or new converts, nowadays, to prove how much of a sin this is in the church. 

	Because they know the world.
		And that’s what lives in this world.
			So when they look at the church they expect to see something different from this world.
				Actually, they hope to see something out of this world!
			
	You know, that’s exactly how Jesus described it.
		In Matthew 20, the verses 20 till 28, He was terribly unhappy that two of His disciples were trying to reserve the important seats in His coming Kingdom.	
			And when the other ten got upset - because what those two had done was what they all wanted to do! - Jesus told them all off for doing it the world’s way.
	As He said there, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.
		“Not so with you.
			“Instead, whoever wants to be become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave...”.

	Congregation, the world has its rewards.
		And it does so on the basis of people doing what they’re told, of towing the party line - or starting their own line!
			There’s always something in it for me!

	But the Church is the one place where there’s no room for me!
		In fact, there’s no way we could ever earn any favour with this Master.
			We have to be supremely happy that we’re simply His servants!

	It was no one less than God’s Son, Jesus Christ, who showed this.
		He came not to be served but to serve.
			And His service involved the supreme sacrifice.
	
	This is where the apostle Paul’s words to servants is so apt.
		He exhorts them to serve like slaves of Christ, serving from the heart.
			And that’s the difference!
				It’s what’s on our hearts!

	Dear friend, can you ever love someone enough?
		I mean, you can never love anyone too much, can you?
			So it’s obvious that when you’re in love you can’t help but love.

	Jesus in this text is telling us exactly that.
		We who know that there’s no way we can please the Lord are going to keep on trying to do just that.
			There’s no merit in it - it’s all of grace.
				Because if there was one single iota of credit anywhere, we know we wouldn’t be here!

	With this attitude the disciples would do the most wonderful things.
		We know that from what we read later in the New Testament.
	
	And with this same attitude today Christians will still have a great impact in this world.
		You see, what we do will be so different than what they are used to, they can’t help but notice!
			Then people just like that woman in Wales won’t only get to hear the right answer, they’ll already see it.
	And they’ll know we are Christians alright - by our love!
		Amen.


PRAYER:
	Let’s pray...
		O loving Saviour God,
			 Nothing in our hands we bring, simply to Your cross we cling.
	It is all of grace Lord.
		Before You we can only humbly serve.
			That’s what Your dear Son Himself perfectly showed us.
	He never looked for thanks.
		He did what You told Him to do.
			May your servant Dirk van Garderen, and all who serve You in office, be found faithful to do the same, too.
				In Jesus’ Name, we pray, Amen.



